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We pray for the Diocese of The Murray and Parish Council Members
Bishop Keith Dalby; Fr Des Ackland (Raelene)
Please pray for Fr David Price and Lesley as they embark
on the next chapter of their lives.

and in the Limestone Coast
Fr Neil (Nalini); Fr Wayne Corker; Fr Lyndon Sulzberger, Bishop Michael

Hough

Parish Counsellors, Christ Church e .
Richard Strickland, Helen Douglass, Richard Mills, Brian Smith, Lynn Fisher, As a Christian community, we acknowledge and pay
Dick Hamson, Graham Savage, Sandy Coulson respect to the Abon_gmal and Tor_res Strait Islander
peoples as the traditional custodians of the lands on
which we gather and meet.

If you wish to make a bequest to the church, please follow the We pay our respects to the Elders—past, present and emerging.

instructions on the Regulation for Bequests form
which is available from the back of the church.




from Bishop Keithv
PASTORAL LETTER TO THE DIOCESE : NEW HOPE IN THE MURRAY

My dear sisters and brothers in Christ,

The season of Advent is almosr complete, Christmas has passed, and we are now in the New Year. | thought that | would take this
opportunity to write to you to wish you all a Happy Christmas and New Year, to thank you for all your efforts in the Diocese in this
past year, and to give you a glimpse into what is happening in the Diocese going forward.

New Hope

Advent and Christmas are seasons of hope. Advent gives us the promise of the coming of our Lord and Saviour Jesus, to judge
the living and the dead. Christmas is the reminder that the hope we have in the coming of Jesus is surely founded because of the
first coming of Jesus at Christmas.

Within the Diocese we also have green shoots of new hope. As | go around the Diocese, | see these green shoots everywhere. |
never cease to be amazed by the amazing faithfulness of the people of this Diocese in all the parishes that | visit. | want to say
thank you to everyone in the Diocese for the amazing work you have done this year and in the past to ensure that the mission and
ministry of the Diocese has a great chance of success in the future. | am constantly encouraged by your faithfulness despite all the
challenges we have faced over the past few decades in the Diocese.

New Hope in new people

Part of this new hope is reflected in some of the events taking place and that have taken place recently. On the 17th of December |
inducted Fr. David Patterson as the Priest in Charge of the Riverland. There is great excitement in the Riverland about this
appointment and | am delighted to make such an appointment. Recently | had occasion to ordain Fr. Peter Chapman to the
Priesthood, and Alison Dutton and Dr Rodney Fopp to the Diaconate. These last three ordinations took place after a very
successful Selection Conference held in Victor Harbor led by the new Director of Formation Dr Rodney Fopp. Earlier this year |
had the delightful opportunity to commission Fr David McDougall to the parish of Balhannah and Woodside in the Hills. Fr David
brings new ideas and perspectives on mission and ministry. On the Registrar front we have recently welcomed Mr Richard Earley
as our new Registrar. Richard has wide experience in different Anglican organizations, and we are delighted to welcome him to the
Diocese. In the new year he will be getting around to the different parishes to introduce himself, and to get a feel for us and our
ways. | encourage you to welcome him and ask him questions. You will find him approachable and highly engaged.

New Hope in new strategies for Leadership

| am especially pleased with Dr. Fopp agreeing to be the new Director of Formation. He is an experienced educator in the church.
He holds two Doctorates, one in Political Science, and the other in Theology, specifically in the Resurrection Theology of four
significant 20th Century Theologians. Dr Fopp has for the past 12 years lectured at St. Barnabas Theological College and has
participated in turning around parishes as their pastor in the Uniting Church. Dr Fopp has been an active Anglican at St Peter’s
Cathedral for the past five years.

Next year Dr Fopp, in consultation with me, and Diocesan Council, will be examining strategies for allowing us to develop a leader-
ship pipeline within the Diocese. We need this to identify, raise up, train and deploy leaders within our Diocese. During this
process we will identify the future lay and ordained leadership of our Diocese to assist us in growing this Diocese into the future.

| cannot stress highly enough how important it is that we develop our lay leadership. It is vitally important to the future of our
Diocese that we encourage and develop lay leadership. Only with a strong lay leadership collaborating with the clergy will we have
a strong Diocese. Only from strong lay leadership will we identify the strong ordained leadership we need for our future clergy. |
believe that the best place to find our future ordained leadership is right here in the Diocese. It is very difficult to identify and
encourage people to move from outside the Diocese. | want us to start identifying and training men and women from within the
Diocese to serve here in The Murray.

New Hope in Future Strategies

In conjunction with what Dr Fopp will be doing, Diocesan Council will be hosting a Future Vision Workshop at Sevenhill in Clare
from 2-5 February 2023. The purpose of this Workshop will be to gather key people in the Diocese including Diocesan Council
Members, FAI members and others chosen by me. It will be by invitation and those invitations will be going out shortly.

We are going to look at how we can shape the Diocese for the future. We will be looking at the structures of the Diocese, our
mission strategies and examining ways to help our Diocese Make Disciples and Love as Jesus loves within the 21st Century and
the changing landscape of our Diocese. We need to look at the way in which we deploy people, our assets and the way in which
we fund both. When we have done this, we will gather Synod Members for a consultation and briefing so that they may be fully
informed. It is my hope that over a period of time we will be able to come together as a Diocese and agree on the future shape of
the organization and mission and ministry of the Diocese.

SUNDAY, 5th February 2023 : Epiphany 5
8.00am—Morning Prayer / 9.30am—Pathways Service
@ Christ Church, Mt Gambier

Isaiah 58. 1-9a Ps 112 1 Cor 2. 1-13 Matthew 5. 13-20
Server Not required
Readers Denise McDonald / Helen Douglass

Intercessions

Julienne Feast

Sound desk

Richard Mills

Flowers

Elizabeth Hodges / O Green

SUNDAY, 12th February 2023 : Epiphany 6
8.00am—Eucharist /| 9.30am—Eucharist
@ Christ Church, Mt Gambier

Deut 10. 12-22 Ps 119. 1-8 1 Cor 3. 1-9 Matthew 5. 21-37

Server

Julienne Feast

Readers

Margaret Boardman / Rita Johnston

Intercessions

Rick Fisher

Sound desk

Trudy-Anne Doyle

Flowers

Elizabeth Hodges / O Green

ROSTERS FOR

FEBRUARY

GARDENING &l

Richard Strickland

&% MOWING ROSTER

Rick Fisher

FOOD and
FREEZER
MINISTRY

As COVID restrictions have now been lifted,
we are able to provide home cooked meals
again. If you do prepare meals for the freezer,
please remember to list all ingredients in the
meal, and the date on which it was
prepared.

Pre-prepared goods such as frozen

packaged foods and meals are still

acceptable.




Diary dates for February and March 2023

MONTH DATE Activity 2023 orgz;ised Comments

FEBRUARY 25t Future vision workshop - Clare Diocese

5th 9:30am Pathways CMG

12t 9:30am Communion Choir

19t 9.30 am Communion Choir

22™ ASH WEDNESDAY 5:30pm Service

25t 9:30 am LENTEN STUDIES BEGIN

26" 9:30am Pathways CMG LENT 1
MARCH 3 6.30 pm World Day of Prayer

5t 9:30am Communion Choir LENT 2

12t 9:30am Pathways CMG LENT 3

18t 9:30am Retreat for the lay faithful

18t 3.30pm Interfaith prayer for PEACE

19" 9:00am Communion Choir LENT 4

19t Vestry Meeting

26" 9:30am Pathways -lamentation CMG LENT 5

Bunnings Sausage Sizzle
SATURDAY, 4" FEBRUARY

Your help is needed !!

Volunteers are required for the next Bunnings sausage sizzle

between 8.45am — 4.00pm

raising funds for ac.care.

Please write your name on the form at the back of the church if you can help.
All volunteers are required to wear enclosed shoes.

Thank you for volunteering.

RECYCLED RUNWAY

This year organisers plan to include a sleeping mask as a quirky item in each
bag of garments sold for upcycling. If you have any to donate (or know any
frequent flyers you can canvas or bully!) these would be appreciated. Clean
used condition is great, or new unused, but gel filled masks are not suitable.

Contact Trudy-Anne 0466 788 262 or hand in to the Op Shop marked
Recycled Runway. Many thanks.

While it is important for me to give some sense of vision and direction, it is vitally important the whole Diocese is content with the new
direction, and Synod is vitally important in making this occur. | envisage that Synod Reps will take this information back to their
parishes for comment and we will come together again before finally agreeing with the new direction at Synod.

New Hope in Christies Beach

Part of this new future includes the exciting new redevelopment at Christies Beach. Many of you will be aware of the tragedy of the
loss of the church building. This devastating loss may have wrecked the hope of the people of the parish, yet wonderfully the amaz-
ing people of the parish have held together, and are continuing to meet in the former Rectory, and they fail to give up hope. We in the
Diocese are going to have their backs, and we are going to honour their faithfulness, tenacity and hope.

Early next year we will be looking at different plans for the site so that we can rebuild on that site in a manner that will honour their
efforts and assist them in looking to the future mission and ministry that they are committed to. | want to say directly to the people of
the Southern Suburbs that the Diocese is committed to rebuilding in Christies Beach, and we are committed to the parish, and all
parishes in the Diocese. The Future Vision Workshop will help us shape what the redevelopment will look like. There will be a place
for the people of Christies Beach to not only worship but to be a place of mission and ministry to a part of our Diocese that desper-
ately needs our love and care.

New Hope for the Diocese in the Future

This brings me to address a strange rumour that seems to be going around the Diocese. The rumour suggests that our Diocese
might re-join with Adelaide. | wish to state categorically that no discussions have taken place and there are no plans by me or any-
one else to affect such a move. | am totally committed to this Diocese not only continuing but thriving and growing. | have a vision
for the Diocese where many of our parishes, especially in high growth areas that have been amalgamated, will be returned to their
original parish configurations.

This will be important for the reality is, that it will not be possible for all these to occur, but | hope that many will occur. We have some
of the fastest growing parts of South Australia in our Diocese, and there is no reason why we cannot grow and thrive. To do this,
though, we will need new leaders, hence our leadership pipeline, we will need new people such as David McDougall, Rodney Fopp,
Peter Chapman and Alison Dutton, we will need new strategies and new purposing of people and property such as will be revisioned
in February next year, and we will need to have new ideas for the use of our properties such as will occur at Christies Beach, and
encourage our people to grow our parishes so that we can expand the number of parishes in the Diocese again.

New Hope in Caring for our People

Many of you will be aware of the rising waters of the River Murray. You will have seen on the news heartbreaking images of people’s
homes being inundated. | have been asked by a number of people what if anything we can do to help. | am able to tell you that our
own ac.care is working very hard to assist people affected by the rising waters. At DC our Chancellor put forward a proposal to
establish a Bishops’ Disaster Relief Appeal. It demonstrates the pastoral heart of our Chancellor that he would come up with such a
wonderful plan. It will be implemented as soon as practicable, but in the meantime if you would like to donate can | encourage you to
contact ac.care who will be able to advise you the best means for your contribution to make a difference.

Conclusion

My dear sisters and brothers in Christ, | hope that this letter gives you some sense of the excitement that | feel in my very being
about the wonderful future we have in this Diocese. | only have this hope because | have seen how committed you all are. | get that
many of you are tired, and maybe even careworn because of all the hard work you have done over the years. | am sorry that it is so
long, but it is important that you are informed about issues in the Diocese.

Recently | was reminded of the passage in Isaiah 58. In that passage the people of Israel were wondering with God why they were
not being a successful nation. They reminded God that they worshipped him properly and they fasted regularly. God reminded them
that what he wanted from them was to remove the pointing finger, the slanderous tongue, God wanted them to do what concerned
him, and right worship while important was not the most important item on his list. He challenged the nation to be concerned about
the things that God was concentrating on. He wants us to take care of one another, to share food, share our shelter and share our
clothing. In other words, God is concerned that we share the necessities of life with those in need.

We can get caught up in all other things, but if these priorities are not at the top of our list, then it is difficult for God to bless us. God
reminds his people that when we concentrate on these important issues of neighbourliness then we are able to be strengthened as a
people and in our case as a Diocese. If we concentrate only on the things that are important to us, but not necessarily to God, then
we will continue to flounder. What | have described above | am confident will help us to identify the issues that are central to God’s
concern for God’s world and will assist us in being truly faithful to the mission and ministry of God, and will assist us in being
strengthened and encouraged, and allow us to grow anew and afresh.

| ask and encourage you to keep me in your prayers and what | have described above. | especially ask for your prayers for the suc-
cess of the Future Vision Workshop in February.

| wish you all a very happy and Holy Christmas and Joyous New Year. With every blessing to you, The Right Reverend Keith Dalby



The Bell Tower Op Shop opening hours are:

e Monday to Friday 10.00am to 3.00pm
N Saturday 9.30am to 12.30pm

i J Wearing of face masks is no longer mandatory.

"N However, you may—as a matter of personal choice—choose to

1 wear one when attending any services, the Bell Tower Op Shop
¥ or meetings at the church. Hand santizing is still strongly recom-

mended.

PARISH BIRTHDAY CALENDAR

FEBRUARY

1st Heather Allen 9th Maree Mclintyre
4th  Peter Coulson 10th Fran Laslett
6th  Pam Miller 13th Lisa Searcy
8th  Sandra Grant 27th Glenyse Nott

g We wish them all a very happy birthday!!

g 12 If you would like your name on the birthday list, please

¢ R
FQ&}WJ * contact the Parish Office so that your details can be included.
- Thank you

Sundays for Children — 2023

Activities, currently in recess after a busy Advent and celebrations of Christmas
and Epiphany, resume Sunday 19 February to prepare for Ash Wednesday and
Lent. The following Sunday, 26 February, | attend an annual summer weekend
retreat. During the January break, cupboards have been cleaned, worn materials
discarded, resources sorted, and new stationery items purchased where
necessary. Nativity costumes and props have been washed and packed away.
Thank you to all who helped in any way in the supply of these.

Still to happen are training courses, a part of teacher registration and Safe
Ministry requirements, and planning for the year ahead.

Please remember that help is always needed and much appreciated, as the age
of children supervised presently ranges from 2 to 12: years and more hands
make light work!! If you are interested, please speak with Fr Neil or me. A
special thank you to parents and grandparents who accompany children during
Sunday activities, and to Nalini. Her gentle, encouraging presence, creativity and
skillful assistance and insights are deeply appreciated.

Kaylene Barreira, for Children’s Ministry

Services and eventy in the Parishv

There are 4 services conducted weekly at Christ Church as follows:
Friday 11.00am
Sunday 8.00am and 9.30am
10.45am in hall (commencing in the New Year)

And 1 service at St Luke’s, Mount Schank on the 2nd Sunday of each month
@ 11.30am

Wearing of face masks is no longer mandatory.
However, you may—as a matter of personal choice—choose to wear
one when attending any services, the Bell Tower Op Shop or
meetings at the church. Hand santizing is still strongly recommended.

2nd & 4th Thurs 4.00-5.00pm Fr Neil visits Mt Gambier Prison
3rd Thurs 7.00pm Pro Life meetings
Wednesdays 8.00am Ministers‘ prayer and Association meeting

1.00-3.00pm Craft Group meets in Ashworth Room
(Craft will resume on Wednesday, 1st February 2023)

Mondays and 5.15-6.30pm Meditation Group in Ashworth Room

Thursdays

Sat, 4 Feb 8.45am—4.00pm  Bunnings Sausage sizzle

Tues, 7 Feb 3.15pm Fundraising Team meeting in Ashworth Room
Thurs, 9 Feb 9.30am Men Do Coffee @ Limestone Coast Pantry
5th—15th July 2023 Tour to Sri Lanka

16th—25th July 2023 Pilgrimage to the Holy Land

Pray for those people who are unwell and for each other

Sue Ongley; Maree & Bob Lynch; Joe Maier; Wendy Monger & Don Currie;
Shirley Stacpoole; Terry Wilson; Anne Barry (Glen Solomons’ godmother);

Sandy Coulson; Betty and Max Wright; Glenys Smith

Pray for the repose of the souls of those near and dear to each one of us and
for those whose yearly remembrance occurs this week.

If you wish for your name (or the name of someone you know) to be placed on the
prayer list, please submit the request in writing—preferably via email (including your
name and the name of the person for whom prayers are required).

Forms for this purpose can also be found at the back of the church.
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