
 
 

We pray for the Diocese of The Murray and Parish Council Members 
Bishop Keith Dalby (Alice) ;  Very Rev. David Price (Dean) (Lesley);   
Fr Des Ackland (Raelene) 
 

   and in the Limestone Coast  
Fr Neil (Nalini);  Fr Wayne Corker;  Fr  Lyndon Sulzberger, Bishop Michael  
Hough 
 

   Parish Counsellors, Christ Church 

Richard Strickland,  Helen Douglass,  Richard Mills,  Brian Smith,  Faye Hill, 
Dick Hamson,  Graham Savage,  Robyn Sweetnam,  Sandy Coulson 

Parish Priest 
Fr Neil Fernando  Mobile:  0478 085 894 

E-mail:  frneilfdo@gmail.com 
 

Parish Hall Bookings    Pew Sheet 
Lynn Fisher  :  Mobile:  0407 186 174 All notices/information for pew  

       sheet to Parish Office by 9.00am 
       Thursday mornings please 

 
Parish Office 

Telephone:  (08) 8723 1353  Email:  churchan@bigpond.net.au 
Postal Address:  PO Box 1357, Mt Gambier, SA, 5290 

 
Church Addresses:   Christ Church, 26 Bay Road, Mount Gambier 
    St Thomas, Church Street, Port MacDonnell 
    St Luke’s, Post Office Road, Mount Schank 
  Web site  :  www.anglicanmountgambier.org.au  

 

Details for giving by Direct Debit :    The Anglican Parish of Mount Gambier 
         BSB  :  105-002 

         A/c number  :  041 398 740 

The Suggestion Box 
 

is now in place at the rear of the church for people to 
start utilizing. 

Your suggestions/input are most welcome. 

The Anglican Parish of Mount Gambier 
 

    Christ Church             St Luke’s                  St Thomas 
   Mount Gambier        Mount Schank        Port MacDonnell 

 

Advent Sunday :  28th November 2021 

As a Christian community, we acknowledge and pay 
respect to the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander  
peoples as the traditional custodians of the lands on 
which we gather and meet.  

 
We pay our respects to the Elders—past, present and future.  

Stay Awake 



Wearing of face masks is mandatory, so please remember to wear 
your face mask when attending any services, the Bell Tower Op Shop 

or meetings at the church. 
You must also register using the QR code or by manually  

filling out an attendance sheet. 

From Fr Neil 

 
STAY AWAKE 

 
Today is the first Sunday of Advent, which is also the first Sunday of the new  
liturgical year ( Year of Luke, Year C).  The Advent season includes the four  
Sundays that precede Christmas.  Advent is a time of preparation for the coming of 
the Lord.  In this season, we recall two central elements of our faith:  the final  
coming of the Lord in glory and the incarnation of the Lord in the birth of Jesus.  
The key themes of the Advent season are watchful waiting, preparation, and  
justice. 
 
Advent transports us back to the longing of the prophets of Israel for the coming of 
a Saviour.  The Saviour has come.  But salvation is not complete.  We proclaim, 
“Christ has died, Christ is risen”, and then add, “Christ will come again”.  Why?  
Because there is so much “unfinished business” in the work of redemption.  Our 
world and even the lives of believers still appear very “unredeemed”.  Our salvation 
is still being worked out. 
 
The first generation of Christians believed that the Lord would return very soon to 
complete his messianic work.  They were dismayed when some believers began to 
die and still he had not come (1 Thess 4:13-18).  The later writings of the New  
Testament, the four Gospels included, all address this problem.  It may be that the 
Lord will not come tomorrow, next year, or even before this generation dies out.  
But come he will in a time known only to God (Mark 13:32). 
 
Meanwhile, this time of waiting is not devoid of meaning—a time for the Church to 
proclaim the Gospel to every nation (Mark 13:10; Acts 1:6-8), to make sense of the 
present, while never giving up the hope that God’s Messiah, Jesus, will have the 
last word.  Advent is the season that honours and celebrates this waiting aspect of 
Christian life.  Because we live in the time following the first coming of the Saviour, 
the prime focus of our waiting and our expectation is upon the second coming of 
the Lord.  But because salvation is not complete, because we are so conscious of 
a world still ravaged by suffering and violence, we can identify with the prophets 
and holy men and women who hung upon the promise of salvation before the 
first coming of the Lord.  Their cries express our own longings and hopes for a  
liberated and just world. 
 
First Reading (Jeremiah 33:14-16), expresses the hope for the restoration of  
David’s dynasty following Israel’s return from captivity in Babylon.  In the years 
leading up to the time of Jesus, this text became a key vehicle of the hope for an 
ideal king of David’s line who would be God’s instrument inaugurating prosperity,  
 
 

READINGS AND ROSTERS FOR 

Sunday, 28thNovember 2021—Advent Sunday 

Jer 33. 14-16             Ps 25. 1-9             1 Thess 3. 12-4.2             Luke 21. 25-36 

Server Julienne Feast 

Reader Bill Hudd / Robyn Ashby 

Intercessions Julienne Feast 

Sound desk Trevor Christopher 

Flowers  Rhonda Strickland 

Sunday, 5th December 2021—Advent 2 

Baruch 5. 1-9                    Ps 126                   Phil 1. 3-11                   Luke 3. 1-6 

Server Darren Schunke 

Readers Denise McDonald / Helen Douglass 

Intercessions Anne Ashworth 

Sound desk Bill Hudd 

Flowers Jan Hunt 

ROSTERS FOR NOVEMBER 

GARDENING Robyn Sweetnam 

MOWING ROSTER Graham Savage 

FOOD and 
FREEZER MINISTRY 
 

 

N.B.  Due to COVID restrictions, we are 
unable to hand out home cooked goods to 
people presenting for Emergency Relief. 
However, pre-prepared goods such as  
frozen packaged foods are acceptable. 



PARISH BIRTHDAY CALENDAR 
 
 
FOR NOVEMBER 

 6th Zoe Van Tilburg-Gerrard  17th  Maree Lynch 
 10th Brian Collins    20th  Darren Schunke 
 16th Fr Neil    21st  Nalini 
 
  FOR DECEMBER 
  16th Sathyanga   28th Don Currie 
  19th Dick Hamson  29th Jennie McDonald 
  26th Dean Searcy  30th Simon and Jon Hawkes 
 

We wish them all a very happy birthday!! 
 
Please check to see if your name is on the list at the back 
of the church — and if not, and you would like to have it 
appear—please add your name to the listing. 
       Thank you 

URGENT—URGENT!!! 
 
Our Food and Freezer Ministry is in desperate need of  
restocking!  We need: 

 
 
For the freezer— 
Items such as frozen pizzas, packets of frozen dinners, small trays of 
mince or sausages (that can be frozen), frozen veges, packets of 
fish fingers, loaves of bread. 
 
For the cupboard— 
Items such as tins of tomatoes, packets of pasta or rice, tinned fruit, 
tinned veges, tins of salmon/tuna, Harvest canned meals 
(Please, no more tins of baked beans, chick peas etc. or soups at  
present—we have enough for the time being). 
 
If you are unable to provide any of the above items, a donation to the 
Food & Freezer Ministry would be very much appreciated, and enable 
these items to be purchased. 
 

Thank you. 
Lynn Fisher 

This is what it looks 
like at present! 

Prayer during COVID 19 
 

Our heavenly Father, we come before you with contrite hearts, yearning for your 
comfort and your grace.  In the midst of COVID 19 spreading across the globe, we 
ask in your mercy that you would stop this plague and restore harmony and health 
to the nations.  
 

And we pray for the families, especially those who have lost loved ones to this  
disease, or those suffering from its effects.  May we know the peace that passes 
all understanding, as we place our trust in Jesus, in whose powerful name we 
pray.                   Amen. 

justice and peace.  Christian readers of the Old Testament naturally referred God’s 
promise to make a “virtuous Branch for David” to the coming of Jesus.  In fact, 
there are echoes of this text in the angel Gabriel’s description to Mary of the status 
and role of the child she is to bear (Luke 1:32-33). 
 
While the basic message is one of comfort and reassurance, the second part of 
the gospel adopts a more admonitory tone.  Believers must be like people  
expecting visitors but unsure as to when exactly they will arrive.  The time of  
waiting requires attentiveness and a sharp spiritual sense.  Jesus' predictions 
about the end times may sound dire, but in the next paragraph Luke tells us that 
people woke early to listen to Jesus' teaching in the Temple area.  In his person 
and in his message, those who heard Jesus found strength and consolation.  Like 
the first Christians, we may encounter events and circumstances that could lead us 
to despair.  Through prayer, however, we find strength and consolation in Jesus' 
words and in his continuing presence with us to endure all things and to witness to 
the action of God in our world. 
 
Advent is a time for examination.  It is also a time for exploring our deepest  
longings and desires and allowing them to surface.  They can ride up, so to speak, 
on the rich Scripture texts that the Church puts before us at this time.  God’s only 
wish in our regard is to communicate to us the life and love for which we long.   
 
Each Advent should expand both our longing and our capacity to receive the gift of 
God. 

cf.internet 

 



Pray for those who are unwell and for each other 
Val Linder;  Sue Ongley;  Maree & Bob Lynch;  June Willcourt;  Joe Maier; 
Wendy Monger & Don Currie;  Viv Hutchinson:  Shirley Stacpoole;  Terry Wilson;  
Anne Barry (Glen Solomons’ godmother);  Allan Hincks 
 
Pray for the repose of the souls of  those near and dear to each one of us and 
for those whose yearly remembrance occurs this week. 
 

If you wish for your name (or the name of someone you know) to be placed on the 
prayer list, please submit the request in writing—at present via email (including your  

name and the name of the person for whom prayers are required). 
 

Forms for this purpose can also be found at the back of the church. 

The Bell Tower Op Shop opening hours are: 
 

Monday to Friday  10.00am to 3.00pm 
Saturday   9.30am to 12.30pm 

 

(unfortunately, the provision of tea/coffee etc. is not 
allowed during this time of COVID restrictions) 

 
Please note  :  Strict observance of all social distancing and sanitizing regulations 
are in force for your protection and the protection of the attendees at services and 

the Op Shop workers. 
 

N.B.  Please remember to wear a face mask and register via the QR code or  
manually complete an attendance sheet when attending the Op Shop.     Thank you. 

 
 

The Op Shop will be closed over the Christmas/New Year period 
from Thursday, 23rd December 2021 and re-open on  

Monday, 10th January 2022 
 
 

Update from Bell Tower Op Shop: 
 

 Takings since last 5 weeks: $5782.10  Average $1156.40 
 Takings for year: $44398.90    Average $1009.00 
 

Very successful “Late Night Shopping Spree” held in conjunction with 5 
other Op Shops in the town.  Proceeds close to $500 which included $68 
from a sausage sizzle. 
 

Following requests from the other Op Shops another similar event is 
planned for Tuesday 14th December. 

 

Services and events in the Parish 

 
Fr Neil conducts 3 services weekly at Christ Church as follows: 

Friday 11.00am 
Sunday  8.00am and 9.30am 

Maximum of 100 attendees per service @ Christ Church 
 

And 1 service at St Luke’s, Mount Schank on the 2nd Sunday of each month 
Maximum of 31 attendees per service @ St Luke’s 

 
Numbers attending services are limited within the body of the church due 
to COVID social distancing requirements and square meterage available 

 

Strict observance of all social distancing and sanitizing regulations are in  
force for your protection and the protection of all attendees at services 

 
2nd & 4th 
Thursdays  4.00-5.00pm  Fr Neil visits Mt Gambier Prison  
 
Mondays 
and Thursdays 5.15-6.30pm  Meditation Group in Ashworth Room 
 
Wednesdays 1.00-3.00pm  Craft Group meets in Ashworth Room 
 
3rd Tuesday  2.00pm  Mothers’ Union meet in Ashworth Room 
 
1st & 3rd  3.30-4.00pm  Tea and coffee 
 
Thursdays  4.00-5.00pm  Charismatic prayer group in hall 
 
 
 
 
 
Sun, 28 Nov  6.00pm Festival of Carols and Cultures 
 (N.B.  As the number of attendees has been reached for this 
 service, people are advised that the event is being livestreamed  
 and can be viewed on YouTube) 
 
Thurs, 2 Dec 9.30am Men Do Coffee @ Limestone Coast Pantry 
 
Sat, 18 Dec    Bunnings sausage sizzle 

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.livingjuice.me%2Fi%2F2017%2F09%2F22-wall-room-24-x-19-in-music-notes-wall-deacute-trendy-24-x-19-in-music-notes-wall-deacute-932x932.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fscalar.usc.edu%2Fworks%2Fphotographer
https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.livingjuice.me%2Fi%2F2017%2F09%2F22-wall-room-24-x-19-in-music-notes-wall-deacute-trendy-24-x-19-in-music-notes-wall-deacute-932x932.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fscalar.usc.edu%2Fworks%2Fphotographer

