
 
 

We pray for the Diocese of The Murray and Parish Council Members 
Bishop Keith Dalby (Alice) ;  Very Rev. David Price (Dean) (Lesley);   
Fr Des Ackland (Raelene) 
 

   and in the Limestone Coast  
Fr Neil (Nalini);  Fr Wayne Corker;  Fr  Lyndon Sulzberger, Bishop Michael  
Hough 
 

   Parish Counsellors, Christ Church 

Richard Strickland,  Helen Douglass,  Richard Mills,  Brian Smith,  Faye Hill, 
Dick Hamson,  Graham Savage,  Robyn Sweetnam,  Sandy Coulson 

Parish Priest 
Fr Neil Fernando  Mobile:  0478 085 894 

E-mail:  frneilfdo@gmail.com 
 

Parish Hall Bookings    Pew Sheet 
Lynn Fisher  :  Mobile:  0407 186 174 All notices/information for pew  

       sheet to Parish Office by 9.00am 
       Thursday mornings please 

 
Parish Office 

Telephone:  (08) 8723 1353  Email:  churchan@bigpond.net.au 
Postal Address:  PO Box 1357, Mt Gambier, SA, 5290 

 
Church Addresses:   Christ Church, 26 Bay Road, Mount Gambier 
    St Thomas, Church Street, Port MacDonnell 
    St Luke’s, Post Office Road, Mount Schank 
  Web site  :  www.anglicanmountgambier.org.au  

 

Details for giving by Direct Debit :    The Anglican Parish of Mount Gambier 
         BSB  :  105-002 

         A/c number  :  041 398 740 

As a Christian community, we acknowledge and 
pay respect to the Aboriginal and Torres Strait  
Islander peoples as the traditional custodians of 
the lands on which we gather and meet.  

 

We pay our respects to their Elders—past, present and future.  

The Anglican Parish of Mount Gambier 
 

    Christ Church             St Luke’s                  St Thomas 
   Mount Gambier        Mount Schank        Port MacDonnell 

 

Trinity 17 :  26th September 2021 
 

Wearing of face masks is mandatory, so please remember to 
wear your face mask when attending any services, the  

Bell Tower Op Shop or meetings at the church. 
You must also register using the QR code or manually  

filling out an attendance sheet. 

Allowing God to be God 



From Fr Neil 

 
Allowing God to be God 

 
There are two words that have featured very strongly in the study of religion since 
the 1990’s: ‘Believing’ and ‘Belonging’.  In 1994, a British sociologist of religion 
(Grace Davie) published a book on the rise of secularism in Britain since 1945.  She 
called her book, Believing without Belonging.  In the book, she suggests that most 
people who do not belong to institutional religions have some form of belief about 
God.  It is only that they don’t want to be part of a specific religion – either because 
they are tired of the atrocities committed in the name of religion or that they simply 
don’t have the time for it.  There have been other books and articles on the same 
theme using the words, ‘Believing’ and ‘Belonging’.  For instance, some Italian 
scholars have attempted to argue that a large number of Italian Christians belong to 
the church without really believing in what the Church teaches.  More recently,  
another British scholar (Abby Day) in her book, Believing in Belonging, suggests 
that actually people believe because they want to belong to a group that gives them 
identity. 
 
The First Reading (Num 11:25-29) recounts for us an important point in the mission 
of Moses when the weight of his responsibility became very burdensome on him 
that God decided to give him helping hands.  The unexpected happened, to the 
greatest surprise of Joshua, as two men, Eldad and Medad, out of the seventy men 
chosen by Moses, received the Spirit of God and prophesied like others while in the 
camp, whereas others were in the tent of meeting.  In the Gospel reading (Mark 
9:38-48), the apostle John had a similar experience and like Joshua was amazed 
and confused;  “Master, we saw a man who is not one of us casting out devils in 
your name; and because he was not one of us we tried to stop him”.  The  
experiences of Joshua and John bring to mind the age long expression about God 
in the Psalms,  “Our God is in the heavens;  He does whatever He wills” (Ps 115:3). 
God is absolutely free and He has His own logic of operation.  We as His creatures 
received our freedom from God!  The problem is that sometimes we want to  
completely decide for God and to place Him under the terms of our conditions. 
Jesus teaches us we do not have to belong to the Twelve or to be one of his most 
intimate disciples to be able to stay beside Him:  ‘’For whoever is not against us is 
for us’’ (Mk 9:40). 
 
This whole discussion invites us to ask ourselves – those of us who are believers 
and belong to the Anglican Church – several questions:   Why do we belong to this 
church?  How do we look at someone who does not belong – someone who is not 
one of us?  What if this someone-who-is-not-one-of-us believes, shows a greater 
commitment to Christian values, and even has some visible gifts of the Holy  
Spirit?  Do we exaggerate our psycho-social need to belong by inventing an  
in-group/out-group rhetoric even in the name of religion and salvation?  Do we want 
to capture the God of the Universe in our little enclosures (both physical and social) 
and not allow the Spirit to blow as He wills (see Jn 3:8)? 
 

READINGS AND ROSTERS FOR 

Sunday, 26th September 2021—Trinity 17 

Num 11. 25-29              Ps 19. 7-14              James 5. 1-6              Mark 9. 38-48 

Server Julienne Feast 

Readers Bill Hudd / Robyn Ashby 

Intercessions Julienne Feast 

Sound desk Trevor Christopher 

Flowers  Rhonda Strickland 

Sunday, 3rd October 2021—Trinity 18 

Gen 2. 18-24                  Ps 128                  Heb 2. 9-11                  Mark 10. 2-16 

Server Darren Schunke 

Readers Denise McDonald / Helen Douglass 

Intercessions Anne Ashworth 

Sound desk Bill Hudd 

Flowers Rhonda Strickland 

ROSTERS FOR SEPTEMBER 

GARDENING Helen Douglass 

MOWING ROSTER Darryll Grant 

FREEZER MINISTRY 
 

 

N.B.  Due to COVID restrictions, we 
are currently unable to hand out 
home cooked goods to people 
presenting for Emergency Relief. 
However, pre-prepared goods such 
as frozen packaged foods are  
acceptable. 

The Suggestion Box 
 

is now in place at the rear of the church for 
people to start utilizing. 

Your suggestions/input are most welcome. 



PARISH BIRTHDAY CALENDAR 
 

FOR SEPTEMBER 
 13th  James Allen 
 14th  Trevor Christopher 
 22nd  Virginia Kuhl 
 22nd  Raylene Milligan 
 29th  Barbara Wardley 
 
 FOR OCTOBER 
    1st  Margaret Boardman 
    1st  Venus Van Tilburg-Gerrard 17th  Otfried Linder 
    3rd  Roma Driscoll   24th  Elizabeth Hodges

    11th  Pepe Ortega   26th  Jeff Bowman 
    15th  Tim Hawkes    27th  Rita Johnston
        28th  Dianne Burton 
 
 

We wish them all a very happy birthday!! 
 
Please check to see if your name is on the list at the back of the 
church — and if not, and you would like to have it appear— 
please add your name to the listing. 

Advance notice 
 

The Fundraising Team are planning to have the last Mini Market and 
Garage Sale for 2021 on Saturday, 13th November. 
 
Further details will follow in the ensuing weeks.   
 
Please mark this date in your diaries!!! 

St Thomas’, Port MacDonnell 
 
The motion to sell the property has been approved by Diocesan Council, and 
Rick will liaise with the committees appointed by Parish Council and Diocesan 
Council regarding the next steps to be taken in the sale process. 

Prayer during COVID 19 
 

Our heavenly Father, we come before you with contrite hearts, yearning for your 
comfort and your grace.  In the midst of COVID 19 spreading across the globe, we 
ask in your mercy that you would stop this plague and restore harmony and health 
to the nations.  
 

And we pray for the families, especially those who have lost loved ones to this  
disease, or those suffering from its effects.  May we know the peace that passes 
all understanding, as we place our trust in Jesus, in whose powerful name we 
pray.                   Amen. 

We can understand that Jesus saves all.  We need to understand that the gifts of 
God were never given to him or her to be above others, but rather to be at the 
service of others.  It is a lesson of today’s Gospel:  many are those who, be-
cause of their deeds, are closer to the Kingdom of God than we may think.  As 
Saint Therese of Lisieux admitted:  ’’The Lord cannot reward me for my deeds.  
Thus, I hope He will reward me for His’’. 

cf.internet 

N.B. Fr Neil will be away from the Parish on the  
 following dates: 
 
Seven Hill Retreat  20-25 September 
 
On holidays   28 September— 
       5 October 



Pray for those who are unwell and for each other 
Val Linder;  Sue Ongley;  Maree & Bob Lynch;  June Willcourt;  Joe Maier; 
Wendy Monger & Don Currie;  Alice Gladigau;  John & Phillis Beaven (brother & sister-

in-law of Alice);  Shirley Stacpoole;  Terry Wilson;  Anne Barry (Glen Solomons’ godmother);  
Allan Hincks 
 
Pray for the repose of the souls of  those near and dear to each one of us and 
for those whose yearly remembrance occurs this week. 
 
Please pray for the family and friends as they mourn the death of Mrs Elva May 
Neale. 
 

If you wish for your name (or the name of someone you know) to be placed on the 
prayer list, please submit the request in writing—at present via email (including your  

name and the name of the person for whom prayers are required). 

The Bell Tower Op Shop opening hours are: 
 

Monday to Friday  10.00am to 3.00pm 
Saturday   9.30am to 12.30pm 

 

(unfortunately, the provision of tea/coffee etc. will not 
be allowed during this time of restrictions) 

 
Please note  :  Strict observance of all social distancing and  
sanitizing regulations are in force for your protection and the  

protection of the attendees at services and the Op Shop workers. 
 
 

Bell Tower Op Shop Food Donation Bin 
 

The Bell Tower Op Shop is in a monthly partnership with ac.care and with the 
church’s own Thursday Food Ministry to collect non-perishable food items, with the 
donations being distributed to the organisations a month about. 
 

We ask that as you make your shopping list, you put on a few extra items to  
support our community in need.  Please bring these items into the Op Shop where 
our friendly volunteers would love to say hello and thank you for your donations. 
 

Suitable items are:  tinned tuna or salmon,  packets of rice, noodles and cereals,  
tinned or packet soups and vegetables and casseroles,  tinned fruits and long life 
milk. 
 
 

N.B.  Please remember to wear a face mask and register via 
the QR code or manually complete an attendance sheet  

when attending the Op Shop.  
Thank you. 

 

Services and events in the Parish 

 
Fr Neil conducts 3 services weekly at Christ Church as follows: 

Friday 11.00am 
Sunday  8.00am and 9.30am 

Maximum of 100 attendees per service @ Christ Church 
 

And 1 service at St Luke’s, Mount Schank on the 2nd Sunday of each month 
Maximum of 31 attendees per service @ St Luke’s 

 
Numbers attending services are limited within the body of the church due 
to COVID social distancing requirements and square meterage available 

 
Strict observance of all social distancing and sanitizing regulations are in  

force for your protection and the protection of all attendees at services 
 
 
2nd & 4th 
Thursdays  4.00-5.00pm  Fr Neil visits Mt Gambier Prison  
 
Mondays 
and Thursdays 5.15-6.30pm  Meditation Group in Ashworth Room 
 
Wednesdays 1.00-3.00pm  Craft Group meets in Ashworth Room 
 
3rd Tuesday  2.00pm  Mothers’ Union meet in Ashworth Room 
 
2nd & 4th 
Thursday  3.00pm  Bible Study group @ Elizabeth Hodges’ 
 
1st & 3rd  3.30-4.00pm  Tea and coffee 
Thursdays  4.00-5.00pm  Charismatic prayer group in hall 
 
 
 
SEPTEMBER   HOME MISSION FUND MONTH 
 
Sat, 2 Oct    Op Shop seasonal changeover working bee in 
        hall 
 
Tues, 5 Oct  3.15pm Fundraising Team meeting in Ashworth Room 
 
Thurs, 7 Oct  9.30am Men Do Coffee @ Limestone Coast Pantry 
 
Sun, 10 Oct  11.30am Bishop Michael Hough will celebrate St Luke’s  
     Patronal Festival—followed by lunch @ the 
     Tennis Club, Mt Schank. 

 

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.livingjuice.me%2Fi%2F2017%2F09%2F22-wall-room-24-x-19-in-music-notes-wall-deacute-trendy-24-x-19-in-music-notes-wall-deacute-932x932.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fscalar.usc.edu%2Fworks%2Fphotographer
https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.livingjuice.me%2Fi%2F2017%2F09%2F22-wall-room-24-x-19-in-music-notes-wall-deacute-trendy-24-x-19-in-music-notes-wall-deacute-932x932.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fscalar.usc.edu%2Fworks%2Fphotographer

