
 

 
 

We pray for the Diocese of The Murray and Parish Council Members 
Bishop Keith Dalby (Alice) ;  Very Rev. David Price (Dean) (Lesley);   
Fr Des Ackland (Raelene) 

and in the Limestone Coast  
Fr David Patterson;  Fr Wayne Corker;  Fr David Withers (Ann);  
Fr Neil (Nalini)  

Parish Counsellors, Christ Church 

Richard Strickland,  Helen Douglass,  Richard Mills,  Brian Smith,  
Lisa Searcy,  Graham Savage,  Faye Hill;  Lynn Fisher 

Parish Priest 
Fr Neil Fernando  Mobile:  0478 085 894 

E-mail:  frneilfdo@gmail.com  
 

Parish Hall Bookings    Pew Sheet 
Lynn Fisher  :  Mobile:  0407 186 174 All notices/information for pew  

         sheet to Parish Office by 9.00am 
         Thursday mornings please 

 
Parish Office 

Telephone:  (08) 8723 1353  Email:  churchan@bigpond.net.au 
Postal Address:  PO Box 1357, Mt Gambier, SA, 5290 

 
Church Addresses:   Christ Church, 26 Bay Road, Mount Gambier 
    St Thomas, Church Street, Port MacDonnell 
    St Luke’s, Post Office Road, Mount Schank 
  Web site  :  www.anglicanmountgambier.org.au  

 

Details for giving by Direct Debit :    The Anglican Parish of Mount Gambier 
         BSB  :  105-002 

         A/c number  :  041 398 740 

Diocesan Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, you call us to be your disciples and friend; help us to 
journey with you on the way of life toward the Father.  Enable us by 
the Spirit to discover not only the fullness of who you are, but also 
the fullness of life you offer to each one of us. 

Amen  

The Anglican Pastoral District of 
Mount Gambier 

 
    Christ Church             St Luke’s                  St Thomas 
   Mount Gambier        Mount Schank        Port MacDonnell 

 

Trinity 22  :  8th November 2020 
All Souls Day Memorial Service 

We extend a warm welcome to all visitors to  
our church 

 
Please make yourself known to the Parish Priest  

or Wardens 

Rising He restored our life 



From Fr Neil 

 
Rising He restored our life 

 
We experience death this year than ever before but of all topics, the one we most 
want to avoid talking about and dealing with, so many times is death.  I guess that 
we feel we deal with that one when we have to deal with it.  And if we don’t have 
to deal with it, we don’t.  We don’t even like to say that somebody died.  We say 
they “passed on” or “they departed” or “they left this world”. 
 
Where do we go when we die?  This is not a frivolous question.  It has puzzled 
people of all cultures from the beginning of time, and it continues to puzzle many 
today.  This question in no way suggests a lack of faith.  Rather it underscores 
some of the mystery surrounding death. 
 
The passage from the Book of Wisdom is quite consoling.  The souls of the just 
are in the hand of God (Wis 3:1).  That is why many people choose it as a reading 
for funerals.  It states that the righteous dead are secure in the protection of God. 
Only the foolish think that “their going forth from us [is] utter destruction”.  We 
grieve over their death; their passing is our loss.  But is it their loss?  They have 
hope that is “full of immortality”.  In other words, their hope cannot be extinguished 
by death.  The psalm is also comforting.  God, the gentle shepherd, leads the 
psalmist through the dark valley.  There is no fear here, only trust and courage. 
 
Paul too speaks of hope, a hope grounded in God’s love.  He insists that we have 
every reason to hope, for if Jesus died for us when we were still sinners, how 
much more can we expect from God now that we have been made righteous 
through the shedding of Jesus’ blood? 
 
The point of the Gospel story is really not the resurrection of Lazarus, which could 
prompt us to hope that we or our loved ones might be restored to life, but the claim 
that Jesus himself is the resurrection and the life.  After all, Lazarus had to die 
again, but what Jesus promised was a life that is not subject to death: “…who lives 
and believes in me will never die”.  There is that troubling word again: believe.  Do 
we believe that Jesus can do this?  Do we believe that Jesus will do this?  Do we 
believe that our beloved dead are indeed secure in the hand of God? 
 
We should deal with death and the dead.  These are a very important part of our 
Faith!  It is not something to be afraid of or avoided at all costs.  But perhaps the 
most important part of this Feast Day isn’t about those who have already died, 
those for whom we pray, instead it is that we too are on our way home to God.  
Everybody dies.  Nobody lives forever.  Getting up today, each one of us is now 
one day closer to our death, our own journey home.  And we don’t like to think 
about that.  And we don’t like to talk about that.  But to fully understand just how 
important Christianity is, and what God is offering us by resurrection and eternal 
life, we as Christians need this day and this Feast.  We, the living, can’t forget 
what this life is about, and where we are headed after our time in this world is 
over.  If we forget, we get lost.  And our journey home to Heaven is one trip that 
we want to make sure that we don’t get lost on. 

 
 

 
 

 

READINGS for Sunday, 8th November 2020—Trinity 22  :  All Souls 

Isa 25. 6-9                   Ps 23                     Rom 5. 5-11                 John 6. 37-40 

Readers Bill Hudd / Robyn Ashby 

Intercessions Sue Christopher 

Server Darren Schunke 

Sound desk Dick Hamson 

 

READINGS for Sunday, 15th November 2020—Trinity 23 

Prov 31. 10-13, 19-20, 30-31      Ps 128     1 Thess 5. 1-6      Matthew 25. 14-30 

Readers  

Intercessions  

Server  

Sound desk  

 

ROSTERS FOR NOVEMBER 

GARDENING Robyn Sweetnam 

MOWING ROSTER Graham Savage 

FREEZER MINISTRY 
 
(Please remember to label, date and list all the  
ingredients in each container)  

Anne England 
Elizabeth Hodges 
Jenny Bowman 
Rhonda Strickland 

PARISH BIRTHDAY CALENDAR 
 

For November     For December 
 16th  Fr Neil   5th  Gloria Dack 
 20th  Darren Schunke  8th  Irene 
 21st  Nalini    16th  Sathyanga 
       19th  Dick Hamson 
       24th  Jean Hawkes 

       26th  Dean Searcy 
       28th  Don Currie 
       29th  Jennie McDonald 
       30th  Simon & Jon Hawkes 
 

We wish them all a very happy birthday!! 
 
Please check to see if your name is on the list at the back of the church — and if 
not, and you would like to have it appear — please add your name to the listing.
         Thank you 



 
Introductory Course to Christian Meditation 

 
Our group has decided it is time to run the six-week introductory course to Christian  
Meditation again. 
 
We will be holding the sessions on Thursday nights from 5pm to 6pm in place of our  
usual meditation (note earlier starting time). 
The sessions will start on 5 November and finish on 10 December. 
 
We welcome all parishioners to join us and experience this ancient Christian  
practice. 

Following the success of our previous 
 

GARAGE SALE & MINI MARKET 
 

we are conducting another one on 
 

SATURDAY 21st NOVEMBER 
from 8.30am – 12.30pm 
in the church grounds 

 
Stalls will include:  

   CRAFT 
   PLANTS 
   CAKES &  BISCUITS 
   PRINTS & PICTURES  
   FOOD 

 
We are hoping to have the COFFEE VAN on site again. 
 
Donations or assistance with the following would be  
appreciated: 
Cakes & biscuits:  Roma Driscoll : 8725 7075 
Goods for the garage sale:  Trevor Christopher 0400 745 056 
Setting up shelters & trestles at 6.30am on the  
Saturday. 
 
Any enquiries please contact either Bill Hudd 0477 504 223 or Jeff 
Bowman 0487 486 260. 

 

An exciting opportunity has opened up for the Diocese 
 
Following a conversation with Bishop Tim Harris there will be the possibility to offer Lay 
Leadership training within the Diocese and Bishop Keith is interested to know what  
requirements might need to be included from our parishes (i.e. preaching, Liturgical  
leadership, evangelism, teaching, pastoral care etc.). 
 
My aim, next year, is to empower the lay people and to form a strong lay leadership in the 
parish.  Please reply to me with a list of names of people who would like to become potential 
facilitators for this training, and also any names of people who would simply like to  
participate.  These replies will need to be back to me by the second week of November 
@ frneilfdo@gmail.com. 
 
Preparations will then be made to hold a pilot programme in March 2021.  Please note that 
because it will be a pilot programme, it might not capture all of the “wants and needs” but the 
bishops will try.        Fr. Neil Fernando 
 

To deny death is not a good thing.  It doesn’t help.  There’s a reason why every 
Ash Wednesday, we come down this aisle, and as we are marked with ashes, we 
hear those words…”Remember, man, that you are dust, and unto dust you shall 
return”.  We can’t forget that.  We forget that we are not just dead, but we could 
very well be damned, which, let me assure you, is much, much worse that being 
dead.  Each one of us is given an extremely limited time on this earth.  We are to 
make the most of every single day to love and serve God and to love and take care 
of our brothers and sisters.  How are you doing with your time?  Are you doing 
God’s work with your life?  Or are you watching TV and playing games on the  
internet?  It’s time for all of us to get serious about our Faith, our life, and our 
deaths!  We don’t have forever!  One of the most common things that I hear from 
people on their death beds is, “I sure never thought that this would happen to me”.  
Seriously?  If you live your life, again, especially as a Christian, and you don’t think 
at least once a day about dying, you’re not doing this right.  We can’t forget.  We 
can’t pretend.  This is not home and this life is not what lasts.  It’s time to wake up 
and pay attention! 
 
Have you ever thought about what if next year on All Soul’s Day, your name was 
on the list of the deceased?  One year, it is going to happen for all of us.  We can’t 
deny that.  If you knew your name was going to be on next year’s list, what would 
you do differently this year?  What would you do now to get ready?  Maybe that 
country song, by Mr Tim McGraw, is right.  Maybe it is time for all of us to live like 
we were dying.  And maybe nothing teaches us that better than All Soul’s Day!   
We can still hold fast to the hope that there are mansions for us in the kingdom of 
heaven. 
 
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord; and let perpetual light shine upon them.  May 
they rest in peace.  Amen.       cf. Internet 



Pray for those who are unwell and for each other 
Bishop David McCall;  Val Linder;  Fr Peter Carlsson;  Sue Ongley;  Maree & 
Bob Lynch;  Sally-Ann Geddes (daughter of Neil & Judy);  June Willcourt;  Joe Maier; 
Wendy Monger & Don Currie;  Alice Gladigau;  John & Phillis Beaven (brother & 

sister-in-law of Alice);  Marion McDonald (Lynn’s sister);  Shirley Stacpoole;  Esma Pratt 
(Donna’s grandmother);   
 

Pray for the repose of the souls of  those near and dear to each one of us 
and for those whose yearly remembrance is this week. 
 
 

If you wish for your name (or the name of someone you know) to be placed on the 
prayer list, please submit the request in writing—at present via email (including 

your  
name and the name of the person for whom prayers are required). 

 

The Bell Tower Op Shop opening hours are: 
 

Monday to Friday  10.00am to 3.00pm 
Saturday   9.30am to 12.30pm 

 

(unfortunately, the provision of tea/coffee etc. is not 
be available during this time of COVID restrictions) 

 
Strict observance of all social distancing and sanitizing regulations are 
in force for your protection and the  protection of the Op Shop workers. 

 
 
 
 
Bell Tower Op Shop Food Donation Bin 
 
In our community at this time, there is increased hardship and financial  
uncertainty for many individuals and families about their employment, and many 
are experiencing an emerging crisis, with increased pressure and strain in  
making ends meet.  Service agencies are under continuing pressure to meet the 
needs of our community.  
 
This is a time for many to give a little, so that we have our storehouse full and 
can provide food and some basic necessities of life for those in need.  Just a 
small act of kindness when you get your groceries every week—add a few non-
perishable items to your purchases and drop them into our Food Donation Bin 
at the Bell Tower Op Shop and Lounge.  This is a new initiative, in partnership 
with ac.care and our Christ Church Anglican Food Ministry, with donations 
shared on alternative months. 

Services and coming events in the Parish 

 
 

Fr Neil is conducting 3 services weekly at Christ Church as follows: 
Friday 11.00am 

Sunday  8.00am and 9.30am 
Maximum of 66 attendees per service 

 

St Luke’s, Mt Schank—every 2nd Sunday of month @ 11.30am 
 

Numbers attending weddings and funerals are limited within the body of 
the church in line with social distancing requirements and square  

meterage available 
 
 

Strict observance of all social distancing and sanitizing regulations are in 
force for your protection and the protection of all attendees at services  

 
 
 

2nd & 4th  4.00-5.00pm  Fr Neil visits Mt Gambier Prison 
Thursdays 
 

Mondays  5.15-6.30pm  Meditation Group in Ashworth Room 
and Thursdays    (see separate notice re: introductory course) 
 

Wednesdays 1.00-3.00pm  Craft Group meets in Ashworth Room 
 

3rd Tuesday  2.00pm  Mothers Union meet in Ashworth Room 
 

2nd & 4th  3.00pm  Bible Study group @ Elizabeth Hodges 
Thursdays 
 

2nd & 4th  10.00am  Bible Study group in church Vestry 
Saturdays 
 
   
 
Sat, 21 Nov  8.30am—12.30pm  Garage Sale and Mini Market 
 
Sat, 5 Dec     Op Shop Volunteers Christmas Party 
 

Thank you to Robyn Sweetnam and Tony  McRae for 
their time and effort in cleaning up the aftermath of the 
tree that fell over in the Memorial Garden a couple of 
weeks ago. 

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.livingjuice.me%2Fi%2F2017%2F09%2F22-wall-room-24-x-19-in-music-notes-wall-deacute-trendy-24-x-19-in-music-notes-wall-deacute-932x932.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fscalar.usc.edu%2Fworks%2Fphotographer
https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.livingjuice.me%2Fi%2F2017%2F09%2F22-wall-room-24-x-19-in-music-notes-wall-deacute-trendy-24-x-19-in-music-notes-wall-deacute-932x932.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fscalar.usc.edu%2Fworks%2Fphotographer

