
 

 
 

We pray for the Diocese of The Murray and Parish Council Members 
Bishop Keith Dalby (Alice) ;  Very Rev. David Price (Dean) (Lesley);   
Fr Des Ackland (Raelene) 

and in the Limestone Coast  
Fr David Patterson;  Fr Wayne Corker;  Fr David Withers (Ann);  
Fr Neil (Nalini)  

Parish Counsellors, Christ Church 

Richard Strickland,  Helen Douglass,  Richard Mills,  Brian Smith,  
Lisa Searcy,  Graham Savage,  Faye Hill,  Lynn Fisher 

 

Parish Priest 
Fr Neil Fernando  Mobile:  0478 085 894 

E-mail:  frneilfdo@gmail.com 
 

Parish Hall Bookings    Pew Sheet 
Lynn Fisher  :  Mobile:  0407 186 174 All notices/information for pew  

         sheet to Parish Office by 9.00am 
         Thursday mornings please 

 
Parish Office 

Telephone:  (08) 8723 1353  Email:  churchan@bigpond.net.au 
Postal Address:  PO Box 1357, Mt Gambier, SA, 5290 

 
Church Addresses:   Christ Church, 26 Bay Road, Mount Gambier 
    St Thomas, Church Street, Port MacDonnell 
    St Luke‟s, Post Office Road, Mount Schank 
  Web site  :  www.anglicanmountgambier.org.au  

 

Details for giving by Direct Debit :    The Anglican Parish of Mount Gambier 
         BSB  :  105-002 

         A/c number  :  041 398 740 

Diocesan Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, you call us to be your disciples and friend; help us to 
journey with you on the way of life toward the Father.  Enable us by 
the Spirit to discover not only the fullness of who you are, but also 
the fullness of life you offer to each one of us. 

Amen  

The Anglican Pastoral District of 
Mount Gambier 

 
    Christ Church             St Luke’s                  St Thomas 
   Mount Gambier        Mount Schank        Port MacDonnell 

 

Advent Sunday  :  29th November 2020 
 

We extend a warm welcome to all visitors to  
our church 

 
Please make yourself known to the Parish Priest  

or Wardens 

 



From Fr Neil 

 
STAY AWAKE 

 
What is Advent really about?  The word comes from the Lat-
in adventus, meaning „coming‟ or „arrival ‟, and indicating a season of 
waiting.  We await the Lord‟s return at any moment now.  We, too, sing 
hymns of longing like Come, O come,Emmanuel.  Advent points not to 
one but three comings of Christ.  One coming is In the  past, when 
Christ came two thousand years ago as a helpless Babe; hence the 
Prophet Isaiah named Him in our first reading today „the ancient  
Redeemer‟ ( Isa 63:16-17; 64:1-8).  One coming is in the future, when 
Christ will return in glory; hence that same Prophet‟s prayer, “Return, 
O Lord, for the sake of your servants… tear open the heavens and 
come down.”  And one coming is In the  present when Christ is here 
amongst us in word and sacrament, in minister and community, in cre-
ation and redemption. 
 
Christ has already come is something we know by  faith:  The more we 
ponder that coming in Advent and throughout the liturgical year, deep-
ens its mystery and proclaims it to others in our words and deeds, the 
more faithful and faith-filled we become.  That Christ will come again 
is something for which we hope, and the more we anticipate that com-
ing with longing and excitement, the more we pray for it and help bring 
it about by making “God‟s kingdom come and will be done” in our lives, 
the more hopeful and hope-giving we will be. And that Christ is here 
amongst us, come to our Church, our families, our own hearts today is 
something that evokes our love: and the more we know and serve Him 
in the here and now, the closer He comes to us, the more loving and 
lovely we become. 
 
Today we enter the season of Advent: a time of special preparation for the com-
ing of the Lord. Mark‟s portrait of the doorman watching out to open for the Lord 
whenever he “suddenly” appears is an image of what we are expected to be 
doing all year long but especially during the season of Advent.  The doorman 
keeps awake in order to recognize and welcome the Lord at his coming. Faith, 
likewise, transforms us into people who are able to recognize the Lord and  
willing to receive him. Recognition is crucial because the Lord does not always 
come in easily recognizable ways. At Bethlehem he came in the form of a baby 
and people did not recognize him. 
 
In the Parable of the Last Judgment, which we heard last Sunday, he said he 
came to people in the form of the most needy and disadvantaged of this world 
and many did not recognize him. But true people of faith did recognize him and 
serve him in these people who live in the blind-spot of society.  Faith is first a 
way of seeing, and then a way of living. 
 
Advent has always been a happy time for most people, even in difficult times, 
because there is something about Christmas and the coming of the Messiah 
and the coming of the Lord, and the realization of all the promises that God has 
made to His people find their fulfillment in a stable, 

 
 
 
 

 

READINGS for Sunday, 29th November 2020—Advent Sunday 
Young People’s service 

Isa 63. 15-64.12             Ps 80. 1-7             1 Cor 1. 3-9             Mark 13. 31-37 

Readers Young people 

Intercessions Young people 

Server Julienne Feast 

Sound desk Darren Schunke 

 

READINGS for Sunday, 6th December 2020—Advent 2 

Isa 40. 1-11              Ps 85. 8-13                2 Pet 3. 8-14               Mark 1. 1-8 

Readers Margaret Boardman / Rita Johnston 

Intercessions Anne Ashworth 

Server Faye Hill 

Sound desk Bill Hudd 

 

ROSTERS FOR NOVEMBER 

GARDENING Robyn Sweetnam 

MOWING ROSTER Graham Savage 

FREEZER MINISTRY 
 
(Please remember to label, date and list 
all the ingredients in each container) 

Anne England 
Elizabeth Hodges 
Jenny Bowman 
Rhonda Strickland 

Fr Neil and family will be away from the parish on a well earned holiday 
from 5th December to 19th December.  We wish them happy holidays! 

This is the last opportunity to let Fr Neil know whether you are at all interested in 
the Lay Leadership training on offer in the Diocese.   This training will commence 
with a pilot program in March 2021. 
 
Please either ring Fr Neil (0478 085 894) or email him (frneilfdo@gmail.com) if 
you would like to undertake this training. 



Ways of staying in touch with the Parish Family!!!   
Here’s how: 

 

 Go to our Parish website:  
 

www.anglicanmountgambier.org.au  
 

for ongoing information from around the Parish. 
 

 There are 3 ways for you to maintain your weekly giving: 
-   Direct debit  (the absolutely preferred method!) 

BSB : 105-002  Account number:  041 398 740  
-   Deliver your pledge envelopes to the slot in the Vestry door at 

the rear of the church if you are not able to attend a service.   
-   Likewise, place your cash offering in an envelope and deliver 

to the Vestry door at the rear of the church. 
 

It is VITAL now more than ever that we continue to  
financially support our church’s work and outreach during 

this difficult time! 

PARISH BIRTHDAY CALENDAR 
 
 For November 
  16th  Fr Neil 
  20th  Darren Schunke 
  21st  Nalini 
 
   For December 
    5th  Gloria Dack 
    8th  Irene 
 16th Sathyanga 
 19th Dick Hamson 
 24th Jean Hawkes 
 26th Dean Searcy 
 28th Don Currie 
 29th Jennie McDonald 
 30th Simon & Jon Hawkes 

 
 We wish them all a very happy birthday!! 
 
Please check to see if your name is on the list at the back 
of the church — and if not, and you would like to have it  
appear — please add your name to the listing.  

         Thank you 

God isn‟t what brought on this crisis.  God is the solution, the response to this crisis, 
when no matter what happens we must remember to have hope is to know that we 
are definitely loved and cherished and cared for — definitely loved and cherished 
and cared for — and that whatever happens to us, whatever path we are asked to 
walk to another part of our lives, what awaits us is God and His love. And with this 
we make each other strong. 
 
Two things can happen. 
Number one is we shirk and fear and each day we worry more and more about what 
is going to happen — and we live in the future.  And those who live in the future, die 
in the present. 
Or perhaps we have so many regrets of what brought this on or what brought that 
on — and we live in the past. And the past is already gone and we‟ll always be 
chasing shadows that breed only guilt. 
What Advent is saying is we must live now with faith.  We must live now with love. 
And what drives you on to live with faith and to share love is hope.  Hope is the 
great virtue.what it means to prepare for Christmas: 
 
To help each other as we go through these difficult times, but with hope in our 
hearts.  A hope that feeds the deep faith that we must recommit ourselves to our 
friends and to people and to the world in which God is.  And, also, that we commit 
ourselves to reaching out in love and caring and compassion. 
 
And, most of all, with a joyful, light heart, because Hope is a little girl 
who gets up every morning and wishes us good day  
 
cf Internet 

Your weekly giving via direct debit 
 
As from 1st January 2021, this parish will be taking back 
the responsibility of our finances.  This means that all dona-
tions, accounts and weekly giving should be processed 
through our BankSA account here in Mt Gambier. 
 

However, some of you would have used the BSB and account number for 
BankSA  (BSB 105-012, account number 122 896 040) some years ago 
when we joined the Integrated Accounting System put in place by the  
Diocese.   
 
As this account is based in Murray Bridge, it is now important that if your 
giving is sent to those account details listed above, we ask that you please 
redirect it to the following bank details: 
   The Anglican Parish of Mount Gambier 
   BSB  :  105-002 

   A/c number  :  041 398 740 
 



 
Pray for those who are unwell and for each other 
Bishop David McCall;  Val Linder;  Fr Peter Carlsson;  Sue Ongley;  Maree & Bob 
Lynch;  Sally-Ann Geddes (daughter of Neil & Judy);  June Willcourt;  Joe Maier; 
Wendy Monger & Don Currie;  Alice Gladigau;  John & Phillis Beaven (brother & sister-

in-law of Alice);  Marion McDonald (Lynn‟s sister);  Shirley Stacpoole;  Esma Pratt (Donna‟s 
grandmother) 

 
Pray for the repose of the souls of  those near and dear to each one of us and 
for those whose yearly remembrance is this week. 
 

If you wish for your name (or the name of someone you know) to be placed on the 
prayer list, please submit the request in writing—at present via email (including your  

name and the name of the person for whom prayers are required). 
Forms for this purpose can also be found at the back of the church. 

The Bell Tower Op Shop opening hours are: 
 

Monday to Friday  10.00am to 3.00pm 
Saturday   9.30am to 12.30pm 

 

(unfortunately, the provision of tea/coffee etc. will not 
be allowed during this time of restrictions) 

 
Please note  :  Strict observance of all social distancing and  

sanitizing regulations are in force for your protection and the  
protection of the attendees at services and the Op Shop workers. 

 
 
 
Bell Tower Op Shop Food Donation Bin 
 
In our community at this time, there is increased hardship and financial  
uncertainty for many individuals and families about their employment, and 
many are experiencing an emerging crisis, with increased pressure and strain 
in making ends meet.  Service agencies are under continuing pressure to meet 
the needs of our community. 
 
This is a time for many to give a little, so that we have our storehouse full and 
can provide food and some basic necessities of life for those in need.   
 
Just a small act of kindness when you get your groceries each week—add a 
few non-perishable items to your purchases and drop them into our Food  
Donation Bin at the Bell Tower Op Shop and Lounge.   
 
This is a new initiative, in partnership with ac.care and our Christ Church  
Anglican Food Ministry, with donations shared on alternative months. 

Services and coming events in the Parish 
 

Fr Neil is conducting 3 services weekly as follows: 
Friday 11.00am 

Sunday  8.00am and 9.30am 
Maximum of 66 attendees per service 

 
Numbers attending weddings and funerals are limited  

within the body of the church due to social distancing requirements  
and square meterage available 

 
Strict observance of all social distancing and sanitizing regulations are in  

force for your protection and the protection of all attendees at services 
 
 
 
2nd & 4th  4.00-5.00pm  Fr Neil visits Mt Gambier Prison 
Thursdays 
 
Mondays  5.15-6.30pm  Meditation Group in Ashworth Room 
and Thursdays 5.00-6.00pm  Introductory course to Christian  
            Meditation (finishing on 10th December) 
 
Wednesdays 1.00-3.00pm  Craft Group meets in Ashworth Room 
 
3rd Tuesday  2.00pm  Mothers‟ Union meet in Ashworth Room 
 
2nd & 4th  3.00pm  Bible Study group @ Elizabeth Hodges‟ 
Thursday 
 
2nd & 4th  10.00am  Bible Study in church Vestry 
Saturdays 
 
 
 
 
 
Tues, 1 Dec  3.15pm  Fundraising Team meeting 

 
Sat, 5 Dec  5.30pm  Op Shop Volunteers Christmas Party 
   8.45am-4.00pm Bunnings sausage sizzle 
 
Sun, 6 Dec  2.00pm  Public Pro Life meeting, City Hall 
  (Bookings essential  :  https://www.trybooking.com/BMUNG) 
 

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.livingjuice.me%2Fi%2F2017%2F09%2F22-wall-room-24-x-19-in-music-notes-wall-deacute-trendy-24-x-19-in-music-notes-wall-deacute-932x932.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fscalar.usc.edu%2Fworks%2Fphotographer
https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.livingjuice.me%2Fi%2F2017%2F09%2F22-wall-room-24-x-19-in-music-notes-wall-deacute-trendy-24-x-19-in-music-notes-wall-deacute-932x932.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fscalar.usc.edu%2Fworks%2Fphotographer

