
 

 
 

We pray for the Diocese of The Murray and Parish Council Members 
Bishop Keith Dalby (Alice) ;  Very Rev. David Price (Dean) (Lesley);   
Fr Des Ackland (Raelene) 

and in the Limestone Coast  
Fr David Patterson;  Fr Wayne Corker;  Fr David Withers (Ann);  
Fr Neil (Nalini)  

Parish Counsellors, Christ Church 

Richard Strickland,  Helen Douglass,  Richard Mills,  Brian Smith,  
Lisa Searcy,  Graham Savage,  Faye Hill,  Lynn Fisher 

 

Parish Priest 
Fr Neil Fernando  Mobile:  0478 085 894 

E-mail:  frneilfdo@gmail.com 
 

Parish Hall Bookings    Pew Sheet 
Lynn Fisher  :  Mobile:  0407 186 174 All notices/information for pew  

         sheet to Parish Office by 9.00am 
         Thursday mornings please 

 
Parish Office 

Telephone:  (08) 8723 1353  Email:  churchan@bigpond.net.au 
Postal Address:  PO Box 1357, Mt Gambier, SA, 5290 

 
Church Addresses:   Christ Church, 26 Bay Road, Mount Gambier 
    St Thomas, Church Street, Port MacDonnell 
    St Luke’s, Post Office Road, Mount Schank 
  Web site  :  www.anglicanmountgambier.org.au  

 

Details for giving by Direct Debit :    The Anglican Parish of Mount Gambier 
         BSB  :  105-002 

         A/c number  :  041 398 740 

Diocesan Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus, you call us to be your disciples and friend; help us to 
journey with you on the way of life toward the Father.  Enable us by 
the Spirit to discover not only the fullness of who you are, but also 
the fullness of life you offer to each one of us. 

Amen  

The Anglican Pastoral District of 
Mount Gambier 

 
    Christ Church             St Luke’s                  St Thomas 
   Mount Gambier        Mount Schank        Port MacDonnell 

 
Sunday next before Advent  :  22nd November 2020 

Christ the King—Patronal Festival 
 

We extend a warm welcome to all visitors to  
our church 

 
Please make yourself known to the Parish Priest  

or Wardens 

Christ, the King of the Universe 



From Fr Neil 

 
 

CHRIST, THE KING OF THE UNIVERSE 
 
 
On the feast of Christ the King, we are called to acknowledge that Jesus is in 
fact our King.  It is one thing to say that He is our King because the song in 
Church says so, or the preacher says so, or the Bible says so (yes, faith does 
come by hearing), but it is quite another for us to personally say that Jesus is 
our King.  There comes a time when we must personally affirm what the Church 
has always announced:  “Jesus is Lord, and He is King.  He is my King.  He has 
authority in my life”.  This must become more than just lip service; it must  
become a daily, increasing reality in our life. 
 
Our reading from Revelation has much to tell us about the kingship of Christ and 
about the end times.  The reading begins by giving us three new titles for Christ. 
"Jesus Christ is the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the 
kings of the earth" (Revelation 1:5).  From this we see that Christ is not just a 
king, he is the king of kings.  He is "the ruler of the kings of the earth".  The reign 
of Christ is one that extends not just to individuals and the church but to the 
state also.  There are many people today who believe that the reign of Christ is 
simply an internal influence in the hearts of those who believe.  That is what 
they mean by separation of church and state.  But that is not correct.  We  
believe in the separation of church and state, not in the separation of God and 
state.  A state may not endorse one particular religion over others.  This is called 
freedom of religion.  But a state should strive always to be one nation under 
God. 
 
The celebration of Christ as our king reminds us that Christ has made us, his 
followers into "a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father" (Revelation 1:6).  
Our service of God extends to the political and social realms.  A Christian who is 
content with remaining a closet Christian does not fully understand what it 
means to be a Christian.  Today's feast is a statement that Christ and his  
message should have a place in social and public life, not just in the private lives 
of believers. 
 
Dear brothers and sisters, today we proclaim this singular victory, by which  
Jesus became the King of every age, the Lord of history:  with the sole power of 
love, which is the nature of God, his very life, and which has no end (cf. 1 Cor 
13:8).  We joyfully share the splendour of having Jesus as our King: his rule of 
love transforms sin into grace, death into resurrection, fear into trust?  It would 
mean very little, however, if we believed Jesus was King of the universe, but did 
not make him Lord of our lives:  all this is empty if we do not personally accept 
Jesus and if we do not also accept his way of being King.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

READINGS for Sunday, 22nd November 2020—Sunday next before Advent 
Christ the King—Patronal Festival 

Ezek 34. 11-12, 15-17         Ps 23          1 Cor 15. 20-28         Matthew 25. 31-46 

Readers N/A 

Intercessions N/A 

Server N/A 

Sound desk N/A 

 

READINGS for Sunday, 29th November 2020—Advent Sunday 

Isa 63. 15-64.12             Ps 80. 1-7             1 Cor 1. 3-9             Mark 13. 31-37 

Readers To be advised 

Intercessions To be advised 

Server To be advised 

Sound desk To be advised 

 

ROSTERS FOR NOVEMBER 

GARDENING Robyn Sweetnam 

MOWING ROSTER Graham Savage 

FREEZER MINISTRY 
 
(Please remember to label, date and list 
all the ingredients in each container) 

Anne England 
Elizabeth Hodges 
Jenny Bowman 
Rhonda Strickland 



Ways of staying in touch with the Parish Family!!!   
Here’s how: 

 

 Go to our Parish website:  
 

www.anglicanmountgambier.org.au  
 

for ongoing information from around the Parish. 
 

 There are 3 ways for you to maintain your weekly giving: 
-   Direct debit  (the absolutely preferred method!) 

BSB : 105-002  Account number:  041 398 740  
-   Deliver your pledge envelopes to the slot in the Vestry door at 

the rear of the church if you are not able to attend a service.   
-   Likewise, place your cash offering in an envelope and deliver 

to the Vestry door at the rear of the church. 
 

It is VITAL now more than ever that we continue to  
financially support our church’s work and outreach during 

this difficult time! 

PARISH BIRTHDAY CALENDAR 
 
 For November 
  16th  Fr Neil 
  20th  Darren Schunke 
  21st  Nalini 
 
   For December 
    5th  Gloria Dack 
    8th  Irene 
 16th Sathyanga 
 19th Dick Hamson 
 24th Jean Hawkes 
 26th Dean Searcy 
 28th Don Currie 
 29th Jennie McDonald 
 30th Simon & Jon Hawkes 

 
 We wish them all a very happy birthday!! 
 
Please check to see if your name is on the list at the back 
of the church — and if not, and you would like to have it  
appear — please add your name to the listing.  

         Thank you 

The repented thief requested “Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
kingdom” (v. 42).  This person, simply looking at Jesus, believed in his kingdom.  
He was not closed in on himself, but rather – with his errors, his sins and his 
troubles – he turned to Jesus.  He asked to be remembered, and he  
experienced God’s mercy:  “Today you will be with me in paradise” (v. 43).  As 
soon as we give God the chance, he remembers us.  He is ready to completely 
and forever cancel our sin because his memory – unlike our own – does not 
record evil that has been done or keep score of injustices experienced.  God 
has no memory of sin, but only of us, of each of us, we who are his beloved  
children.  And he believes that it is always possible to start anew, to raise  
ourselves up.  In order to receive the kingship of Jesus, we are called to  
struggle against temptations, called to fix our gaze on the Crucified One, to  
become ever more faithful to him.  How many times, even among ourselves, do 
we seek out the comforts and certainties offered by the world.  How many times 
are we tempted to come down from the Cross.  The lure of power and success 
seem an easy, quick way to spread the Gospel; we soon forget how the  
Kingdom of God works. 
 

Kings take care of us, but they also have the authority to command us.  Do we 
allow Christ to command us or are we more like the typical modern person who 
does not like to be told what to do?  
 

Again, consider this question:  “Is Jesus Christ your King?”  Today, the Lord 
asks us all if we will let Him be our King.  To those of us who say yes, the Lord 
has this further question:  “Are you saying this on your own or have others been 
telling you about me?”  Is He really our King?  Think hard about it.  There are 
implications. 
 

The question that we must answer has now been answered by Pilate.  What is 
your answer? 
 

cf.internet 

COVID 19 update 
 

As you are aware we are in total lockdown up to and including next Tuesday, 24th 
November—after which time we will receive further information from the State  
Government as to whether or not the current restrictions will be eased.  In the 
meantime, this means that our services this week are cancelled, with the distinct 
possibility that the services for the following week may also be cancelled. 
 

Until we know in what direction we are headed, please keep safe and adhere to the 
restrictions.  Pray for one another, and especially for those people who are  
currently in quarantine, and stay in touch with one another if you can.   
 

Visit our website to obtain more information about what is going on in the  
parish.   Fr Neil is going to record a service for this Sunday (and possibly the  
following Sunday) and the link will be posted on our website for you to access. 
 

The Diocese have also advised that the Synod meeting in Murray Bridge (27-
28/11) has been postponed 



 
Pray for those who are unwell and for each other 
Bishop David McCall;  Val Linder;  Fr Peter Carlsson;  Sue Ongley;  Maree & Bob 
Lynch;  Sally-Ann Geddes (daughter of Neil & Judy);  June Willcourt;  Joe Maier; 
Wendy Monger & Don Currie;  Alice Gladigau;  John & Phillis Beaven (brother & sister-

in-law of Alice);  Marion McDonald (Lynn’s sister);  Shirley Stacpoole;  Esm Pratt (Donna’s 
grandmother) 

 
Pray for the repose of the souls of  those near and dear to each one of us and 
for those whose yearly remembrance is this week. 
 

If you wish for your name (or the name of someone you know) to be placed on the 
prayer list, please submit the request in writing—at present via email (including your  

name and the name of the person for whom prayers are required). 
Forms for this purpose can also be found at the back of the church. 

The Bell Tower Op Shop opening hours are: 
 

Monday to Friday  10.00am to 3.00pm 
Saturday   9.30am to 12.30pm 

 

(unfortunately, the provision of tea/coffee etc. will not 
be allowed during this time of restrictions) 

 
Please note  :  Strict observance of all social distancing and  

sanitizing regulations are in force for your protection and the  
protection of the attendees at services and the Op Shop workers. 

 
 
 
Bell Tower Op Shop Food Donation Bin 
 
In our community at this time, there is increased hardship and financial  
uncertainty for many individuals and families about their employment, and 
many are experiencing an emerging crisis, with increased pressure and strain 
in making ends meet.  Service agencies are under continuing pressure to meet 
the needs of our community. 
 
This is a time for many to give a little, so that we have our storehouse full and 
can provide food and some basic necessities of life for those in need.   
 
Just a small act of kindness when you get your groceries each week—add a 
few non-perishable items to your purchases and drop them into our Food  
Donation Bin at the Bell Tower Op Shop and Lounge.   
 
This is a new initiative, in partnership with ac.care and our Christ Church  
Anglican Food Ministry, with donations shared on alternative months. 

Services and coming events in the Parish 
 

Fr Neil is conducting 3 services weekly as follows: 
Friday 11.00am 

Sunday  8.00am and 9.30am 
Maximum of 66 attendees per service 

 
Numbers attending weddings and funerals are limited  

within the body of the church due to social distancing requirements  
and square meterage available 

 
Strict observance of all social distancing and sanitizing regulations are in  

force for your protection and the protection of all attendees at services 
 
 
 
2nd & 4th  4.00-5.00pm  Fr Neil visits Mt Gambier Prison 
Thursdays 
 
Mondays  5.15-6.30pm  Meditation Group in Ashworth Room 
and Thursdays 5.00-6.00pm  Introductory course to Christian  
            Meditation (finishing on 10th December) 
 
Wednesdays 1.00-3.00pm  Craft Group meets in Ashworth Room 
 
3rd Tuesday  2.00pm  Mothers’ Union meet in Ashworth Room 
 
2nd & 4th  3.00pm  Bible Study group @ Elizabeth Hodges’ 
Thursday 
 
2nd & 4th  10.00am  Bible Study in church Vestry 
Saturdays 
 
 
 
 
Fri, 20 Nov     White Ribbon Day 
 
Sat, 21 Nov     Garage Sale and Mini Market 

(cancelled due to COVID 19 restrictions) 

 
Tues, 1 Dec     Fundraising Team meeting 

(cancelled due to COVID 19 restrictions) 

 
Sat, 5 Dec     Op Shop Volunteers Christmas Party 
      Bunnings sausage sizzle 

(will be dependent on the easing or lifting of the COVID 19 restrictions) 
 

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.livingjuice.me%2Fi%2F2017%2F09%2F22-wall-room-24-x-19-in-music-notes-wall-deacute-trendy-24-x-19-in-music-notes-wall-deacute-932x932.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fscalar.usc.edu%2Fworks%2Fphotographer
https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.livingjuice.me%2Fi%2F2017%2F09%2F22-wall-room-24-x-19-in-music-notes-wall-deacute-trendy-24-x-19-in-music-notes-wall-deacute-932x932.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fscalar.usc.edu%2Fworks%2Fphotographer

